03-02-02 OBJECTIVE B: FACILITIES

Work with economic development practitioners to encourage sustainable industrial and
commercial development that advances the long-term economic and environmental well-being
of the state, and is consistent with the State Land Use Policies and Plan, the Industrial Land
Use Plan, and other applicable elements of the State Guide Plan.

Policies to Achieve Obijective B:

1. Reclaim brownfields by environmental remediation and encourage use of the
“pbuilt environment.”

2. Conserve and enhance desirable existing industrial areas, office complexes, and
concentrations of service activities to maximize the investment and utilization of existing
infrastructure. New or expanded public sewer and water services and highways should be
provided to industrial and commercial development only where such development is appropriate
in terms of the natural constraints imposed by the land, air, and water in the immediate vicinity
of such development and vulnerability to natural hazards; and where the area is being
developed at an intensity that is consistent with state land use policy, and when such
development will not promote wasteful use of resources. When possible, an industry’s needs
should be matched with the appropriate site in order to maximize the return on the infrastructure
investment.

3. Ensure adequate investment to maintain and improve a balanced, intermodal
transportation system that meets the needs of the state’s commerce and labor force. Make the
transit system and intermodal connections user-friendly for all members of the riding public.
Maintain shipping channels and recognize the economic potential of T. F. Green Airport and
other state airports.

4. Encourage higher densities, mixed uses, careful design, transit and pedestrian-
friendly land use and development patterns, and location near existing hubs and corridors to
avoid “sprawl.” Maximize the use of alternative modes of transportation, such as bicycling,
walking, and mass transit.

5 Relate industrial and commercial development to overall land use by promoting
the use of development controls and performance standards that mitigate natural hazards and
conflicts with other land uses and activities.

6. Encourage investment by the public and private sectors that will stabilize and
improve housing and commerce in deteriorating urban areas.

7. Promote the control of land development along arterial highways in order to
preserve their functional integrity, capacity, safety, and appearance.

8. Contribute to the stabilization and redevelopment of central business districts
through the provision of supporting services such as transportation access, parking, utilities, and
police and fire protection, as well as the adaptive reuse of historic buildings that contribute to the
commercial and cultural economic base of these areas. Public subsidy enticements to industries
other than traded industries should only be considered where they contribute to the stabilization
and redevelopment of such areas. Viable economic reuses should be found for historic buildings
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that can contribute to the economy. Ensure that all reconstruction and redevelopment meet
current natural hazard mitigation criteria.

9. Designate sites in developing communities and in or near smaller urban centers
in rural communities for industrial or commercial development as needed to meet state and
municipal economic objectives. Select locations with natural characteristics favorable for
economic development that have or can be supplied with the public facilities and services
necessary to support the type of economic activity planned, and that are readily accessible to a
labor force. These locations must also be consistent with the general development patterns set
forth in the state land use policies and plan element and with all other applicable elements or
provisions of the State Guide Plan. Sites selected, and the economic activities that use these
sites, should be compatible with the scale, historic character, disaster preparedness, and other
aspects of the surrounding community.

10. Locate industrial development causing other than domestic waste discharges in
areas served either by public sewerage systems or by appropriately permitted and maintained
private systems.

11. Support agricultural base to include turf, ornamentals, vineyards, forestry, field
crops, dairy and livestock. Seek alternative niche markets to support smaller, more diverse
farms. Promote the preservation of prime farmland and provide the technical support to keep
agriculture environmentally and economically sustainable.

12. Encourage development of sport and commercial fisheries both inshore and
offshore up to levels of maximum sustainable yield by supporting the provision of appropriate
infrastructure, research and training facilities, aquaculture, management activities, and
enforcement of water quality standards. Reserve suitable port access areas for commercial
fishing vessels.

13. Encourage new industrial development in the coastal zone that places a priority
on the maximum efficient and appropriate utilization of existing marine infrastructure, such as
the Port of Providence and Quonset Davisville.

14. Encourage areas used for commercial development to be selected and
configured to make the most efficient use of scarce shoreline locations.

15. Promote tourism as a major industry, and encourage and support the use of the
wide range of facilities that make up the industry’s infrastructure.

16. Encourage the reuse of industrial land as industrial land to the maximum extent
feasible.

17. Note areas most vulnerable to natural hazards and locate development away

from these areas whenever possible. Provide appropriate mitigating measures wherever such
hazards exist.
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